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I retired after 14 years as CEO of the PLF and 
40 years of being involved with the Oregon legal 
community. 

Before coming to the PLF, I had been the Ex-
ecutive Director of Legal Aid Services of Oregon 
for 11 years, which was the final chapter in a 
25-year career in legal services. From that back-
ground, I had had few contacts with the PLF.  I 
began my position with few preconceptions about 
the PLF, limited knowledge about its day-to-day 
operations, and everything to learn.

What have I learned in the past 14 years? 

First, I learned that the PLF Board members 
and staff are remarkably competent and commit-
ted. The expertise and excellence of the staff are 
across the board, beginning with claims staff and 
inclusive of the Practice Management and Or-
egon Attorney Assistance Program staff, admin-
istrative staff, and the accounting department. It 
was obvious to me that all staff shared a deeply 
ingrained work ethic and an extraordinary dedica-
tion to the PLF mission. They are compassionate, 
thoughtful, tough, and fair negotiators, and, of 
course, possess a broad knowledge of the law and 
lawyers.

Over the years I have concluded that, along 
with the talents of the PLF staff as central to the 
PLF’s success, the credit must be shared with the 
PLF founders, whose genius and vision enabled a 
workable approach to Oregon’s unique and pro-
gressive requirement of mandatory malpractice 
coverage for every lawyer in the private prac-
tice of law. Each of the PLF core values, values 
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that have guided the PLF from the beginning – a 
shared risk pool, an unquestioned commitment to 
covered parties, and a commitment to treat claim-
ants fairly – is integral to the past and future of 
the PLF and was ingrained into the PLF from the 
start. Not only was the founders’ vision of the 
PLF remarkable, but they also implemented that 
vision with a thoughtfulness that has allowed the 
PLF to prosper to the present day.

Over the years, I have been impressed again 
and again with the expertise within the PLF 
claims department, the skills of the defense pan-
el, the energy and knowledge of the PLF Practice 
Management Advisors, and the compassion of 
the OAAP counselors. They have responded to 
the changing needs of Oregon lawyers with all 
the tools at their disposal. The PLF began from a 
well-conceived idea and was well executed. 

Personally, I have had the opportunity to work 
with extremely talented, thoughtful, and kind 
people and I thank them all. It would be remiss 
not to also thank the many PLF Board members 
with whom I have worked and among whom I 
found many friends. As a group and as individu-
als, the PLF Board has respected the work of the 
PLF and invariably kept the mission of the PLF at 
the forefront of their deliberations.

As importantly, I want to thank every em-
ployee at the PLF with whom I have shared many 
passages. Again and again, at meetings, CLEs, 
Bar events, and even living rooms, it has been my 
pleasure to accept on their behalf praise for the 
PLF, a reflection of the great respect the PLF has 
within the Oregon legal community.
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Thomas Peachey 
Gary Ackley
William Martin
Karen Allan
Albert Bannon
Robert Nunn
Robert Thuemmel
Stephen Bloom
Louis Santiago
Amanda Walkup
Lisa Almasy Miller

Robert Cannon
William Crow
James Rice
Ronald Bryant
Rodney Lewis
Suzanne Chanti
Frederick Ruby
William Carter
Laura Rackner
Kandis Brewer Nunn

Guy Greco
Valerie Fisher
John Berge
Valerie Saiki
Robert Newell
Julia Manela
Tim Martinez
Teresa Statler
Dennis Black

 I must thank the many members of the Oregon State Bar 
Board of Governors and the OSB staff who have used their 
oversight of the PLF in the best possible way. And finally, 
I want to thank the members of the Oregon State Bar who 
have supported the PLF, suggested ways for it to improve, 
and, when lobbying for a change in PLF policy, always did 
so in a professional and constructive way and maintained that 
professionalism regardless of the outcome.

The PLF has been a wonderful opportunity. Thanks to all 
of the following.

Past and present members of the PLF Board of Directors 
during my tenure: 

Barbara Fishleder

Betsy Deich

Betty Lou Morrow

Beverly Michaelis

Brad Tompkins

Bruce Schafer

Carolyn Shearer

Cindy Hill

Claire Sterling

Dalarie Hansen

Danae Crook

DeAnna Shields

Dee Crocker

Douglas Querin

Emilee Preble

Erin Goetz

Holli Houston

Ivan Hernandez

Jason Ouellette

Jeanne Ulrich

Jeff Crawford

Jennifer Meisberger

Julie Weber

Kathy Medford

Kelly Maxwell

Kyra Hazilla

Madeleine Campbell

Marci Sasik

Mary Ann Alexander

Matt Borrillo

Maureen DeFrank

Mike Long

Nancy Brown

Pam Stendahl

Patricia Nation

Renae Stevenson

Sarah Troutt

Shari Gregory

Sharnel Mesirow

Sheila Avecilla

Sheila Blackford

Steve Carpenter

Tanya Hanson

Ted Cave

Tony Sabala

Tracey Anderson

Current PLF staff as of my retirement:

And finally, thank you to the many PLF employees 
who have already retired or left the PLF with whom I had 
the pleasure of working. 

Ira r. Zarov


